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time past, been advertised by the Committee of Merchants there, as a person who had endeavored to counteract the laudable and patriotic resolutions of his bretheren, by his persisting to import British goods contrary to their agreement), was in town; and suspecting that his design in visiting our city, was to poison the minds of the merchants here, and influence them, if possible, to break the non-importation agreement; we therefore thought it absolutely necessary, to make an example of such a miscreant, and accordingly exhibited him last night in effigy, suspended on a gallows attended by 4 or 5,000 spectators, who called at his lodgings, in order to have him personally introduced to them. But in this they were disappointed, as he dined out of town.
The cavalcade then proceeded through the principal streets of the city to the common, where the effigy and the gallows were burnt amidst the acclamations of the people. The enclosed is a copy of the letter, which was left at his lodgings, and forwarded to him, as he did not return to town, but ordered his carriage out at 2 o'clock this morning, and immediately decamped for Boston. He intended visiting your city in a few days, and doubtless will yet do it, if our conduct towards him has not disconcerted his plan. He is a man about 5 feet 8 inches high, pretty corpulent, round shouldered, stoops a good deal, and generally appears in green and gold, or purple and gold. We thought it necessary to give you this information, that you may give him a proper reception, in case he should come your way. As we understand your merchants and inhabitants are to have a meeting on the 15th instant, in order to consider what steps may be necessary for them to take in the present conjuncture, we take the liberty to assure you, that a very great majority of the merchants and inhabitants of this city, are positively determined that the non-importation agreement shall not be broke through here, (while the other Colonies adhere to it), 'til a total repeal of the acts imposing duties upon paper, painters3 colors, glass, and tea, takes place. The eyes of not only us, but the whole continent are upon you. As we are well assured that the merchants of Boston will strictly adhere to the agreement, as they are now reshipping the goods which lately arrived; it therefore greatly depends upon your conduct, whether the people of America shall remain free, or become the most vile and abject slaves.
We must request that you will credit no accounts relative to the conduct of our merchants, until you receive it from the